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The Debt That All Men Pay














Death, Mortality: Death is the absence or withdrawal of breath and the life force that makes movement, metabolism, and interrelation with others possible.


   The Nature of Death. Life and death are totally under Yahweh’s sovereignty. God is the source of all life (Ps. 36:9). There are no organisms anywhere who have not received their life force from Him: “In his hand is the life of every creature, and the breath of all mankind” (Job 12:10). The number of the days of our life is written in God’s book before one of them comes to be (Job 14:5; Ps. 139:16). Men should prepare to meet God. (Amos 4:12).


   Our days are numbered (Gen. 6:3; Ps. 90:10). They pass swiftly like the life of a flower (Ps. 90:6; Isa. 40:6). Thus the psalmist prays that we might number our days so as to live our lives carefully and wisely (Ps. 90:12).


























           IN THIS ISSUE:


Death


Get your Bibles ready.





C.H.SPURGEON:


A MAN OF GOD


   “Perhaps no man in the last 150 years has had more impact on Evangelical Christians in the English-speaking world than Spurgeon. This is particularly true with regard to preachers. He is “the preacher’s preacher.” A seminary professor once “confessed” that he would rather read a Spurgeon sermon than hear a sermon by any preacher living today.”


   “Spurgeon (1834-1892) pastored Metropolitan (Baptist) Tabernacle in London, England from 1855-1892, and drew continuous capacity crowds at the large structure, seating 5 to 6 thousand. His printed sermons (New Park Street and Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit) constitute 63 volumes and are the largest set in Christian history. More Christian publishers have books in print by Spurgeon than any other author. As D.L. Moody said of him, “Spurgeon will never die!”


   “Wilbur Smith calls Spurgeon’s sermons “the greatest collection in history.” B.H. Carrroll, founder of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas said “Spurgeon’s sermons constituted a complete body of systematic theology.” Other leaders around the world have over the years given the highest estimation of Spurgeon’s sermons.” -Bob L. Ross.





                                    Author of Pictorial Biography of C.H.         


                                  Spurgeon, Bob L. Ross of Pilgrim                


                                  Publications, is one of the leading 


                                  publishers of the works of C.H. Spurgeon 


                                  in the world. Bob gives an exciting 


                                  biographical sketch of the great Baptist 


                                  preacher of the 19th century in this 45 minute video.





SEE THIS VIDEO RIGHT NOW on your high-speed computer by going to GOOGLE VIDEO or YAHOO VIDEO on the internet. Search ‘Larry Wessels’ on their respective homepages & look for it.
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 “exhort in sound doctrine and refute those who contradict” (Titus1:9)
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      TOPICAL VIDEOS





Hear experts and apologists analyze these topics (perfect for study groups or as a witnessing tool to share with others). You may choose any four of the 30 minute videos below for the single price of $6.00. Catalog  identification is CATV. For example, if you wish to order Bahaism, “Church of Christ”, Mormonism, and Islam; list on order form as CATV= 1, 13, 8, and 2. Four videos on one VHS tape for one low price of $6.00. DVD copies of these topics are only available in increments of 4: #1-#4, #5-#8, #9-#12, #13-#16, #17-#20, #21-#24 only, with no variation, $6.00 each. 


1.    Bahaism (Dr. Frank Beckwith)


2.    Islam (Dr. Samuel Shahid) 


3.    Buddhism (Dr. Steve Morrison)


4.    Hinduism/Reincarnation (Mark Cass)


5.    Roman Catholicism (Richard Bennett)


6.    Jehovah’s Witnesses #1 (Larry Wessels)


7.    Jehovah’s Witnesses #2 (Larry Wessels)


8.    Mormonism (Robert McKay, former Mormon)


9.    Word-Faith Heresy #1 (Dr. Michael Horton)


10.  Word-Faith Heresy #2 (Dr. Michael Horton)


11.   Seventh-day Adventism  #1 (Wallace Slattery)


12.   Seventh-day Adventism #2  (Wallace Slattery)


13.   The “Church of Christ” (Bob L. Ross)


14.   Liberal Christianity #1 (Morrison & Wessels)


15.   Liberal Christianity #2 (Morrison & Wessels)


16.   Atheism (Larry Wessels)


17.   Nation of Islam (Wilford Darden)


18.   United Pentecostals (Dr. Steve Morrison)


19.   Unification (Moonies) (Morrison & Wessels)


20.   Demon Possession (Dr. Thomas Ice)


21.   Roman Catholicism #1 (Rob Zins, Th.M.)


22.   Roman Catholicism #2 (Rob Zins, Th.M.)


23.   The Da Vinci Code (Morrison & Wessels)


24.   Darwin’s Evolution Religion (Dr. M. Girouard)


           








Unto Much Is Given, Much Required (AC-190)





Matthew 6: Fasting –Jackson Boyett (AC-173)





These two audio tapes (or CDs)  are free with $25 order or donation (check boxes if you want them): 








BK-130, $15.00 (354 pages)





             THE SOUL WINNER


     By C.H. Spurgeon�       “The most royal employment”


                                                    C. H. Spurgeon’s book is for all who desire to become soul-inners,


                                                 and with the hope also of inducing many more professing


                                                 Christians to engage in this truly blessed service for the Savior.


                                                 This explanation will account for the form in which the topic is                


                                                 treated in the present book. The first six chapters contain the               


                                                 College Lectures; then follow four addresses delivered to Sunday-


                                                 school teachers, open-air preachers, and friends gathered at 


                                                 Monday evening prayer-meetings at the Tabernacle; while the rest 


                                                 of the volume consists of Sermons in which the work of winning 


                                                 souls is earnestly commended to the attention of every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.


      For more than forty years, Mr. Spurgeon was, by his preaching and  writing, one of the greatest soul-winners; and by his printed words he still continues to be the means of the conversion of many all over the world. It is believed, therefore, that thousands will rejoice to read what he spoke and wrote concerning what he called “the chief business of the Christian Minister.”
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*Free copies of our new video catalogue are available upon request.
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3)  Please make check or money order payable to CHRISTIAN ANSWERS OF AUSTIN, TX                           


     (we can only accept US funds).


4)  Mail to : Christian Answers , P.O. Box 144441, Austin, TX 78714.


5)  Foreign orders must be paid with an international money order (US funds only). Charges  


     are extra for foreign air mail.





                           SUBTOTAL





POSTAGE AND HANDLING


                 


TEXAS RESIDENTS ADD 8.25% TAX





TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION


                                                








                                    





IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE TO MAKE YOUR ORDER PLEASE USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER.





Christian Answers Order Form





Christian Debater Guide





11





Answer Key: (1 point per question correctly answered)


1-c /2-a,b,c / 3-b /4-b / 5-c / 6-b / 7-a / 8-b / 9-a,b,d / 10-b / 11-b,d / 12-a / 13-b,d / 14-a / 15-a,b,c,d / 16-a / 17-c / 18-a,b,c 





12-18 points:    Congratulations! You’re quite an “Islamic” scholar. You need to spend more time witnessing to the Muslims for Christ.


6-12 points:    Satisfactory. You can pick up more knowledge on Islam by studying online at www.muslimhope.com then go out and witness for Christ.


0-6 points:    Not so good. You need to study online at our website www.muslimhope.com, as well as watch our posted Islam videos on Google or Yahoo Video (Search Larry Wessels). Also get our back newsletters on Islam by Christian Islamic expert John Gilchrist. Once you have done these things go out and witness for Christ among the 


Muslims.





???What do You Know about Islam???


(Questions may have more than one answer)


*Special thanks to Steve Hagerman of the Turkish World Outreach 


(twosh@onlinecol.com) or call (970) 434-1942.
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12.   The primary holy book of Mohammed’s followers is...


A) The Koran


B) The Bhagavad-Gita


C) The Talmud


D) The Apocrypha





13.   Followers of Mohammed do not eat...


A) chicken


B) pork


C) baklava


D) snails


E) rice





14. Islamic Laws are based primarily on...


A) traditions about Mohammed’s life


B) the law code of Hammurabi


C) the Justinian Code


D) the Edict of Toleration





15.   Followers of Mohammed believe Jesus...


A) is a great prophet sent by God


B) ascended into heaven


C) did not die on the cross


D) will one day return to Earth to slay Jews and Christians and establish the rule of Islam





16.   Mohammedans...


A) are a fifth of the world’s population


B) are mostly Arabs


C) do not seek converts from other religions


D) do not mix religion and politics





17.   According to Islamic scholars, do women have a soul?


A) certainly they do


B) definitely not


C) the matter is still in debate





18.   Followers of Islam...


A) consider Mohammed’s life the perfect example to follow


B) are allowed to lie, deceive and break truces if doing so benefits Islam


C) may divorce their wives by saying, “I divorce you” three times



































1.   The word Islam means...


A) the way of truth


B) the way of peace


C) the way of subjection


D) the way of freedom





2.   According to Islam, its founder Mohammed was...


A) the last prophet sent by God


B) the greatest of all prophets


C) illiterate





3.   Mohammed was born...


A) 50 years after the time of Christ


B) more than 500 years after Christ


C) 216 years after the birth of Christ


D) on Christmas Day 1451 AD





4.   Mohammed’s hometown was...


A) Jerusalem


B) Mecca


C) Constantinople


D) Baghdad





5.   Mohammed’s followers call themselves...


A) Ishmaelites


B) Mohammedans


C) Muslims


D) Islami’s





6.   Mohammed’s language was...


A) Aramaic


B) Arabic


C) Farsi


D) Punjabi





7.   The place where Mohammad was first welcomed as a prophet, gained an army and built his first mosque was...


A) the Jewish settlement of Yathrib


B) Al Quds


C) Medina


D) Al Qaeda


E) Punjab





8.   In Arabic, Mohammed’s name means...


A) Deceiver


B) What is to be praised


C) Giver of Light


D) Friend of God





9.   The Mohammedan religion has been spread mainly through...


A) military conquest


B) immigration and trade


C) peaceful interaction


D) forced conversions





10.   Slavery is...


A) forbidden in Islam


B) common throughout the Muslim World


C) allowed only in Arabia





11.   In Islam a man is allowed...


A) only one wife


B) four wives


C) two wives


D) as many concubines as he can possess
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For those that are interested: 


Write to our mailbox Po Box 144441, Austin, TX 78714 for our free data CD which answers over 7600 Bible questions.
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Hello,


   I’m on your mailing list. I would like two more free copies of your Christian Answers Vol. 6, Number 3 on psychic mediums.	Thank you,


	-F.M. (Bridgeport, CT)





Brother Larry,


   I was reading your latest newsletter and I wanted to get that free Christian Debater Guide Vol. 3 #2 entitled Spiritual Warfare you offered. I’m really interested  in this subject.


	Be blessed in the Lord,


	-P.C. (Cedar Creek, TX)





Hello Christian Answers,


   I just wanted to write in and say that the Christian Answers guys Larry and Steve on Access cable TV are doing a good job in this “Debate With the Atheists.” Please supply me with more weapons to battle the Atheists on the Atheist channel. I’m just a Christian. 


	God Bless You,


	-J.F. (Austin, TX)
































Screen graphic from the 2-hour video “Debate with the Atheists.”





Hey Guys,


   Thank you for sending that newsletter on haunted houses and Ouija and stuff. It was very good. Thank you! I would like to visit your church so I can recommend it to English speaking people who visit my church but our services are only in Spanish. I would like to have a church to send our English speaking visitors to that can be trusted to stay with what the Bible says.


	Blessings to you,


	-T.J. (Austin, TX)





for me to read and they said that Jesus is not God and that the Trinity is not to be believed, so they provided Bible verses in the enclosed booklet. Please keep this booklet for you research about the ‘Watchtower beliefs.’


   I don’t agree with their doctrines yet they insist I believe only their doctrines. In which I refused to do so. I do believe in my Lord Jesus Christ very much.


   Any concerns, call me. I have gotten your newsletter as well. I would like to defend myself in providing Bible verses to them, I only know a few from John, and a few from Isaiah. 


   Thank you so much for all the hard work you all do in teaching the true doctrines about the Bible.


	God Bless You,


	-D.M. (Austin, TX)






































Jehovah’s Witness booklet attacking the deity of Jesus Christ and the Trinity.





Grace and peace in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,


   May the Lord richly bless you Larry and your family, the ministry and their families at Christian Answers.


   We know our heavenly Father is able. To Him belongs all the honor and glory forever and ever Amen.


	-R.E. (Lyons, IL)





Dear Sir,


   Greetings in His name. Thank you so much for sending me “Christian Answers” Vol. 6 Number 3. I really liked it. I read it and re-read it and made a few photocopies and distributed them to some church leaders and pastors, they all have appreciated it. Thank you so much sending it and please be assured of our prayers. Pray for us as well as my wife and I continue to minister to reach to more people. We will keep in touch.


	In Christ,


	-V.V. (Raichur, India)





Christian Answers,


   While conducting research on Creation vs. Evolution, I came across your organization’s name, and am hoping to get some informational materials/ supplements, or referral to information from you. I am a middle school student in the Leander Independent School District and am working on an independent study which will culminate in a 40-minute multimedia presentation in May. 


   If it is possible, could you please send any materials you feel  are relevant to my stated topic that I may use as a resource, adding to my presentation? Thank you in advance for your help. If you could respond as soon as possible, I would greatly appreciate it as time is of the essence. 


	-Yours Truly,


	-N.R.  (Cedar Park, TX)





Dear Christian Answers,


   Thank you so much for keeping me on your mailing list. I appreciate your stand for truth. The Lord bless you as you minister for His honor & His glory.


	-In Christ,


	-F.H. (Augusta, GA)





Larry,


   Thank you for you critiques of Campbellism, etc.


	-B.D. (Madison, AL)





Dear Christian Answers,


   Greeting from Aklan Reformed Baptist Church, Cipriano Road, Aklan, Philippines. Thank you very much for you “Christian Answers,” Christian Debater Guide Vol. 6, No. 3 you sent to my husband. Thankfully we have brethren like you who have greater boldness in proclaiming God’s word in-season and out-of-season. 


   While you’re busy with this kind of ministry we too are engaged and faithfully preaching His word at our meetings and feeding the sheep (of 28 members). We’re just a small group of believers that persevere in the midst of this Roman Catholic-dominated country.


So long and hope to hear from you soon.


	 -E.B. (Aklan, Philippines)





Dear Larry,


   I have watched you for years on TV regarding Bible answers. Lately some Jehovah’s Witnesses brought this booklet 





LETTERS FROM THE FRONTLINE
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Newly Uploaded Christian Answers videos currently playing on your high speed internet. Search “Larry Wessels” on the homepage for Google Video or 


“CanswersTV” for Youtube. 


No charge, nothing to join.





came across your Christian Answers videos on Google Video on the internet from my other home in India. God bless you and your ministry Larry. Please convey my best wishes to your colleague Steve Morrison as well. Keep up the good work brother, you certainly can be counted as a Wise Virgin awaiting the bridegroom. The King is coming, there is no doubt about it. Let us serve out this life to the praise and glory of His name. 


                                                                                                   


  -Your Brother in Christ,


  Hamilton Rosario (United Arab Emirates)





tian I do not faintly even experience a problem out here. So long as you do not go about publicly evangelizing and restrict your religious activities to the confines of your privacy, you will do fine. There are several churches here, but unfortunately, most Pastors through the programs beamed by satellite channels, are greatly influenced by the Benny Hinn, Joel Osteen, Joyce Meyer, T.D. Jakes types. TBN is quite popular in the Christian circle. A friend of mine introduced me to a Pentecostal church, where I fellowshipped for 1/2 year and most of the emphasis lay on the music, whilst the teaching remained extremely shallow, with focus more on how to be a better person like the Joel Osteen gospel, ‘Live Your Best Life Now.’


   Finally after having tried very hard for the ‘gift of tongues’, I researched the subject diligently and found nothing Biblical about it. Among a plethora of churches here, finding a proper church was not easy. Most adopt the seeker friendly type and exposé's are never even spoken about. I remember purchasing a DVD entitled “Signs and Wonders Exposed” and having viewed it and found it terribly troubling, I offered it to my Pastor to view it, and his first response was, and I quote “If this has brought in you a feeling of hatred, you ought to avoid that…” Nevertheless, I asked him to view it and offer me his view on it, after which he did everything to avoid contact with me. He never addressed this issue with me to this date. To me the DVD was absolutely enlightening, because just during those days I had pledged a monthly amount to the GOD TV channel, which now I feel is nothing more than manipulation, and the same stuff was being used in this church to encourage people in tithing and offerings.


   Thus this March 2008, I returned back to the Brethren Assembly, which is extremely strong in the study of God’s Word and the services are held without any musical instruments or contemporary Christian music. No praying in tongues, just the pure expounding from the Word of God, I find this worship most God honoring.


   Another way I keep myself growing in the Lord, is through John MacArthur’s Grace to You ministries, which has its office in India and does a fabulous job in offering their books and CDs for less than cost price I suppose. God bless them. I have benefited so much.


   I am greatly indebted to men and women from your land [the United States] that still stand resolute even in times like these. I 









































A message from the Middle East





Brother Larry,


   It’s absolutely by the providence of God that I was lead to your material and I know over the last 3 years since I have become a Christian that God has created in me a great desire to study Christian apologetics. The Lord has brought scores of some great material via the internet. I know that God has some great purpose for me and I pray that I may do a good job in His service.


   My testimony begins with me being raised in a Roman Catholic family in India. I came over to the Middle East for better job opportunities in 1997, together with my wife and 2 children (ages 5 & 1 1/2), is where I currently reside. Way back in 1999 I was introduced to the Napster program which  I used mainly in downloading some Self Help audio books. On one such search, I downloaded study material from Chuck Missler. While listening to the article which was basically on the history of the church, I remember hearing some statement that was made by Dr. Missler about the Catholic Church that I took offense to, and I immediately dismissed the whole thing. Then in 2003 a colleague asked me to read the Bible and it immediately struck me, that unlike events of the past where I found the reading of the Bible cumbersome and hard to comprehend, I resolved to turn to the internet for help. That’s when I chanced upon Dr. Dave Reid’s website of the Emmaus College www.growingchristians.com and the Bible study that followed which was something absolutely new to me. Through that the Lord triggered in me a passion to dig deeper. This led me to a series of articles, and though I vacillated on making a decision, the Chuck Missler study on the book of Revelation along with a sermon entitled “Stronghold of Satan” from Preach the Word Ministry in Belfast Ireland, made me absolutely convinced that I couldn’t continue as a Roman Catholic any further. That was in April 2005 and by September 2005, my family after fellowshipping in the Brethren Assembly here in the United Arab Emirates for 3 months, took water baptism having decided to accept Jesus as the Lord and Savior of our lives.


   Yes, UAE is fairly liberal and as a Chris
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MINISTRY NEWS





RECENTLY 


UPLOADED VIDEOS:


   Various circumstances have hampered our ability to upload new Christian Answers videos onto the internet throughout most of the year. However, with circumstances shifting, we have been able, once again, to start adding new videos to cyberspace.





   The following videos have been recently uploaded to GOOGLE Video, search “Larry Wessels”:


1. Answering the Abortionist’s Arguments #1: Rape, Incest, & the Inconvenient, 2. Abortionist’s #2: Mongoloid & Deformed Children, 3. Sahih Muslim hadiths of Islam #1: Lost Surah of the Quran & Muhammad’s Sweat. 4. Sahih Muslim #2: Suicide Leads to Hell & Forbidden Prayers, 5. Seventh-Day Adventism Series #1: History & Beliefs of this Legalistic Religion, 6. SDA #2: Distinctive Seventh-Day Adventist Beliefs & Doctrines, 7. SDA #3: Was Ellen G. White a False Prophetess?, 8. SDA #4: Scriptural Refutation of Seventh-Day Adventism, 9. Roman Catholicism Series #3: What is Your Authority—the Church or the Bible?, 10. R.C. #4: Man-made Roman Catholic Inventions, 11. R.C. #5: Anti-Biblical Vatican II & Ecumenical Evangelism, 12. R.C. #6: Doctrine of the Virgin Mary (Rank Idolatry?), 13. R.C. #7: Doctrine of Purgatory –Biblical Fact or Hoax?, 14. R.C. #8: Doctrine of the Pope-Holy Father or Anti-Christ?, 15. R.C. #9: Roman Catholic Apologists Defend Their Faith #1, 16. R.C. #10: Roman Catholic Apologists Defend their Faith #2, 17. R.C. #11: Scripture Twisting to Create Romanist Doctrine, 18. R.C. #12: Justification Through Faith Alone Denied by Rome, 19. R.C. #13: The Roman Priesthood Is Exposed by I Timothy 4:1-3, 20. R.C. #14: Roman Potpourri is Alien to Scripture, 21. R.C. #15: Roman-Style Universalism Where Even Atheists are Righteous, 22. R.C. #16: Who Speaks for Rome? (Are Catholics “authorized” to talk about the Bible?).





Shows we have recently uploaded on Youtube, search “CanswersTV”:





1. Jamal Badawi Refuted #1: Islam Fails the Truth Test #1, 2. Refuted #2: Islam Fails the Truth Test #2, 3. Refuted #3: Islamic Paganism-The Sacred Black Stone, 4. Refuted #4: Islam Is A Dead Graven Image Religion, 5. Refuted #5: Islamic Paganism– The Hajj Pilgrimage, 6. Refuted #6: Biblical God not the Islamic God, 7. Refuted #7: 


Pagan Influence on Islam is Substantial.





Free For The Asking


Our 24 page full color video catalogue, our 16 page literature catalogue, and our Christian Answers websites CD packed with over 7600 Bible questions and answers. Contact us.





dertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled.” This indicates that a) multiple people drew up accounts and that b) Luke was aware of them.


   Matthew and Luke have different emphasis and are written to different audiences. Matthew emphasizes the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies, Jesus as King , and was written to a Jewish audience. Luke emphasizes the humanity of Jesus, has more on his infancy and teaching, and was written to more of a Gentile audience. It is possible that what some call “Q” might simply have been the gospel of Matthew. 


   By the way, our evidence that Luke and Matthew were written in 80-90 A.D. is very slim. That is probably the best guess, but they could have been written much earlier also. As for you, they could have been written later. The early Christian bishop Clement of Rome quotes from Matthew (saying it is by “Jesus”), and he writes in 97/98 A.D. He also quotes half a verse of Luke and a quarter of a verse from Acts, and Acts was written after the Gospel of Luke, based on Acts 1:1.


   Likewise, Ignatius disciple of the apostle John and bishop of Antioch, quotes from Matthew. He wrote between 100 and 117 A.D.


   A church manual called the Didache, also quotes from Matthew and Luke. The Didache was written before 125 A.D.


   Polycarp was another disciple of John the Apostle who quoted from both Matthew and Luke. He too wrote sometime between 100-155A.D.


   Papias, yet another disciple of John, wrote 130-150 A.D.


   Eusebius in his Ecclesiastical History book 3 ch. 39 p. 170-171 says Papias wrote this: “But concerning Matthew he [Papias] writes as follows: ’So then Matthew wrote the oracles in the Hebrew language, and every one interpreted them as he was able.” So it might be that the Gospel of Matthew was originally written in Hebrew and then translated into Greek. 





























Steve Morrison


Christian Answers 


Director of Research





Q: www.biblequery.org is a fabulous site! What a blessing for the rest of us! Thank you for taking the time and energy to put it together and  share it! I thoroughly enjoyed wandering and reading for a few hours before remembering my primary reason for being on your site (which I have now bookmarked to share with others again and again). I was originally looking for information on a “Q” document (supposedly the source that both Matthew and Luke used to account for the similarities –as they were actually written later –c. 80-90 CE). I have numerous problems with those suppositions, but would like some hard and fast arguments as I am going to be at a women’s seminar with the author of a Bible Study on Luke who teaches “Q” as fact. In all love and appreciation, �					Yours in Christ,


	Shelby (from the web)





A: Hi Shelby,


   A person can still be a genuine Christian and believe in the Q document, though like you, I do not  believe in it. Some people who believe in Q say they still hold to inerrancy of the Bible, but Q was supposedly the process that Matthew and/or Luke used. 


   The trouble with ‘Q’ is that there are no hard and fast facts that they present, or can be refuted. There are certainly many similarities between Matthew and Luke. Luke was a traveling companion of Paul, and it is certainly possible that Luke and Matthew met. In this case, “Q” would be oral communication.


   One statement in Q’s favor is that Luke in 1:1 says that “Many have un
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great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.” Our Lord put it very strongly. If you mean to dare the infernal terrors, I can do no less than ask you to know what you are at. If you have chosen sin you have chosen ruin. Begin to consider it, and see whether it is worth while.


   But if you have chosen Christ, mercy, and eternal life, and if by faith these are yours, begin to enjoy them now. Rehearse the music of the skies. Taste the delights of fellowship with God even here! Rejoice in the victory which now overcometh the world, even our faith. You will be in the glory land ere long, and some of you much sooner than you think. So as the sermon ends, under a sense of my own frailty I bid you a sincere adieu. Until the day break and the shadows flee away –fare you well.
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   Next to that, let us learn from the general assembly in the house appointed for all living to walk very humbly. A common caravansary must accommodate us all in the end; wherefore let us despise all pride or birth, rank, or wealth. There are no distinctions in the last meeting-house: the rich and the poor meet together, and the slave is free from his master. I hate that pride which makes persons carry themselves as if they were more than mortal. “I have said, Ye are gods; but ye shall die like men.” A voice from the tombs proclaims a grim equality in death- “Princes, this clay must be your bed, In spite of all your towers; The tall, the wise, the reverend head, Must lie as low as ours.” Therefore speak no more so exceeding proudly. It is madness for dying men to boast. When Saladin lay dying he bade them take his winding-sheet and carry it upon a lance through the camp, with the proclamation, “This is all that remains of the mighty Saladin, the conqueror of nations.” A lingerer in the graveyard will take up your skull one day and moralize upon it, little knowing how wise a man you were. None will then do you reverence. Therefore, be humble.


   Be prompt, for life is brief. If your children are to be trained up in God’s fear, begin with them today if you are to win souls, continue at the holy labor without pause. You will soon be gone from all opportunity of doing good; therefore, whatsoever your hand finds to do, do it with your might. When the Eastern emperors were crowned at Constantinople, it is said to have been a custom for the royal mason to set before his majesty a certain number of marble slabs, one of which he was to choose to be his tombstone. It was well for him to remember his funeral at his coronation. I bring before you now the unwritten marbles of life: which will you have, holiness or sin, Christ or self? When you have chosen, you will begin to write the inscription upon it; for your life’s works will be your memorial. God help us to be diligent in his business, for it is not long that we can be at it!


   Men and women, project yourselves into eternity; get away from time, for you must soon be driven away from it. You are birds with wings; wit not on these boughs for ever blinking in the dark like owls; bestir yourselves, and mount like eagles. Rise to the heights above the present. Life is a short day at its longest, and when its sun goes down it leaves you in eternity. Eternal woe or eternal joy will fill your undying spirit. Your indestructible self must swim in endless bliss or sink in fathomless misery. If you mean to be lost count the cost, and know what you are doing. If you have set your mind on sin and its consequences, do the deed deliberately, and do not make a sport of it. Oh, sirs, some of you will one of these days wake up as from an awful dream. Oh that you could foresee the scene which awaits you! Those were strong words, but they were the words of Jesus- “and in hell he lifts up his eyes, being in torments.” These words reveal none of that pretty nonsense which some prattle about—’a larger hope’: yet Jesus spake them, and his hope was of the largest. He that loved you better than these philosophers love you also said, “Beside all this, between us and you there is a 
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   Let me add that there are times when our joys run high, when the big waves come rolling in from the Pacific of eternal bliss; then we see the King in his beauty by the eye of faith, and though it be but a dim vision, we are so charmed with it that our love of him makes us impatient to behold him face to face. Have you not sometimes felt that you could sit in this congregation and sing yourself away to everlasting bliss? These high-days and holidays are not always with us. All the days of the week are not Sabbaths, and all our halting-places are not Elims. Brethren, when we do play upon the high-sounding cymbals then we are for joining the angelic chorus. When we feel heaven within us, and stand like the cherubim above the mercy-seat with outstretched wings, then we do not dread the thought of speedy flight. “No, Lord, what wait I for? My hope is in thee.” Yeah, we even cry with Simeon, “Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.” Brethren we shall soon be on the wing. Then will we rise and sing, and sing as we rise. We will ascend yon azure sky, and within the jeweled portal we will spend eternity in praise.


   I hope some of you are getting up a bit out of your notions that to think of death is gloomy work. I trust you will begin to view it with hope and confidence.


   IV. I conclude by saying that this subject affords us SACRED INSTRUCTION. “I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living.” Brethren and sisters, I shall not always have the privilege of coming here upon the Sabbath, to speak with you. Perhaps, ere long, another voice will invite your attention, and I shall be silent in the grave. Neither will you mingle in this throng which so happily gathers here: not much longer will you sit among those who frequent these lower courts. What then?


   Let us prepare for death. Let us cleave to the Lord Jesus, who is our all. Make you calling and election sure. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and believe intensely. Repent of sin and fly from it earnestly and with your whole heart.


   Live diligently. Live while you live. Let every moment be spent as you will wish to have spent it when you  survey life from your last pillow. Let us live unto God in Christ by the Holy Ghost. May the Lord quicken our pace by the thought that it is but a little while! A short day will not allow of loitering. Do we not live too much as if we played at living? A man will preach a poor sermon if he thinks, “I shall preach for another twenty years.” We must preach as though we ne’er might preach again. You will teach that class very badly this afternoon if you have a notion that you can afford to be a little slovenly, since you can make up in the future for the neglects of the present. Drop no stitches. Do all your work at your best. Do a day’s work in a day, and have not balance of debt to carry over to tomorrow’s account. Soon shall you and I stand before the judgment-seat of Christ, to give an account of the things done in the body: therefore let us live as in the light of that day of days, doing work which may bear that fierce light which beats about the great white throne.











or where: our when is “forever,” our where is “with the Lord.” Delight in God is the cure for dread of death.


   Next, I believe that great holiness sets us free from the love of this world, and makes us ready to depart. By great holiness I mean great horror of sin, and great longing after perfect purity. When a man feels sin within him he hates it, and longs to be delivered from it. He loathes the sin that is around him, and cries, “Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar!” have you ever been cast in the midst of blasphemers? I am sure you have then sighed to be in heaven. If you have been sickened by the drunkenness and debauchery of this city, you have cried, “Oh that I had wings like a dove! For then would I fly away, and be at rest.” Did you not wish as much last year when the lid was being lifted from the reeking caldron of London’s unnatural lust? I am sure I did. I sighed for a lodge in some vast wilderness where rumor of such villainy might never reach me more. In the midst of human sin if the trumpet were sounded ‘up and away,” you would be glad to hear it, that you might speed to the fair land where sin and sorrow will never assail you again.


   Another thing that will make us look at death with complacency is when we have a full assurance that we are in Christ, and that, come what may, nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Doubt your salvation and you may well be afraid to die. Let even a shadow of doubt fall athwart the clear mirror in which you see your loving Lord, and you will be disquieted. If you can say, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day,” you cannot fear. What reason can you have for alarm? A Christian man should go to his bed at night without an anxious care as to whether he shall wake up in this world or in the next. He should so live that nothing would need to be altered if his last hour should strike.


   Let us imitate Mr. Wesley’s calm anticipation of his end. A lady once asked Mr. Wesley, “suppose that you knew you were to die at twelve o’clock tomorrow night, how would you spend the intervening time?” “How madam?” he replied, “why just as I intend to spend it now. I should preach this evening at Gloucester, and again at five tomorrow morning; after that I should ride to Tewkesbury, preach in the afternoon, and meet the society in the evening. I should then repair to friend Martin’s house, who expects to entertain me; converse and pray with the family as usual; retire to my room at ten o'clock; commend myself to my heavenly Father, lie down to rest, and wake up in glory.”


   Live in such a way that any day would make a suitable topstone for life. Live so that you need not change your mode of living, even if your sudden departure were immediately predicted to you. When you so live you will look upon death without fear. We usually fear because we have cause for fear; when all is right we shall bid farewell to terror.











in such pain as I then endured; and I have no doubt that such an experience is common among sufferers from acute disorders. The sons and daughters of affliction are not only trained to wait the Lord’s will, but they are even driven to desire to depart: they would sooner rest from so stern a struggle than continue the fierce conflict. It is well that pain and anguish should cut the ropes which moor us to these earthly shores, that we may spread our sails for a voyage to the Better Land. O, what a place heaven must be to those whose bones worn through their skin through long lying upon the bed of anguish! What a change from the workhouse or the infirmary to the New Jerusalem! I have stood at the bedside of suffering saints where I could not but weep at the sight of their pains: what a transition from such agony to bliss! Track the glorious flight of the chosen one from yon weary couch to the crown, the harp, the palm-branch, and the King in his beauty. The bitter suffering of the body helps the believer to look upon his translation as a thing to be desired.


   The growing infirmities of age work in the same way. Yonder venerable sister has at length become quite deaf. Her great delight was to attend the house of God, and she comes now; but the service is a dumb show to her; she cannot hear her pastor’s voice, which was once so sweet in her ear. Her eyes, after being helped with more powerful glasses are at length unable to read that dear old Bible, which remained her sole solace when she could not hear. Her existence now is but half life: she cannot walk far; even in crossing the room her limbs tremble. She is already half gone. Do you not think that she will now feel happy to quit life, even as a ripe apple easily leaves the tree? At any rate, there will be little strength with which to resist the plucking of death’s hand. It will be well when the spirit breaks way from the dilapidated hovel of the time-worn body, and rises to the building of God, the house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Many of God’s aged servants who have been spared the advanced years, have come to look out for the setting of earth’s sun without a fear of darkness. While they have seemed to have one foot in the grave, they have really had one foot in heaven.


   Beloved, without either falling into sickness, or aging into infirmity, we can reach this state of mind in another way –by being filled with an entire submission to the will of God. When the decree or God is our delight, we feel no abhorrence to anything which he appoints either in life or in death. If we are living as Christians ought to live, we have denied our self-will, and we have accepted the Lord to be the arbiter of all events, the absolute ruler of our being. If your soul is truly married to Christ, you find your supreme bliss in the Bridegroom’s will. Your cry is, “Thy will be done.” This should be our ordinary condition in daily life and it is an admirable preparation for thinking of death with composure. Let me live, if God will be with me in life; let me die, if he will be with me in death. So long as we are “for ever with the Lord,” what matters where else we are? We will not further ask when 
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arms of love. Dismiss all fear, and calmly proceed on your way, though the shades thicken around you for the Lord is thy light and thy salvation.


   It may not be in the text, but it naturally follows from it, that if God brings us to death, he will bring us up again. Job, in another passage, declared that he was sure that God would vindicate his cause- “I know,” saith he, “that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.” Certain wise men who would expunge the very idea of a resurrection out of the Old Testament have tried to make out that Job expected to be restored and vindicated in this life but he evidently did not expect any such thing, for, according to the text, it is clear that he feared he should die at once. We gather from this verse, by a negative process of reasoning, that the living Redeemer, and the vindication which was to be brought to him by that living Redeemer, were matters of hope in another life after death O beloved, you and I know this truth from many declarations of our Lord in his divine book. Though we die in one sense, yet in another we shall not die, but live. Though our bodies shall for a little while sleep in their lowly resting-places, our souls shall be for ever with the Lord. We shall spend an interval as unclothed spirits in the company of him to whom we are united by vital bonds, and then the trump of the archangel shall summon our bodies from their sleeping places to be reunited with our souls. These bodies, the comrades of our warfare, shall be companions of our victory. “This mortal must put on immortality.” He who raised up Jesus shall also raise us up. We shall come forth from the land of the enemy in fullness of joy. Wherefore we ought to take great comfort from the words of our text, and be of good courage. We shall die: there is no discharge in this war. We shall die: let us not sit down like cowards, and weep tears bitter with despair. We sorrow not as those that are without hope. Let us view our departure in the soft and mellow light which is shed upon it by the words, “Thou shalt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living.”


   III. I pass on to notice the QUIET EXPECTATION which breathes in this text. It is my prayer that we may enjoy the same restfulness. My dear brothers and sisters, the text is full of a calm stillness of hope. Job speaks of his death as a certainty, but speaks of it without regret; nay, more, if you read the connection, it is with a smile of desire, with a flush of expectancy -”I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living.” Many men are unable to regard death with composure: they are disturbed and alarmed by the very hint of it. I want to reason with those disciples of our Lord Jesus who are in bondage from fear of death. What are the times when men are able to speak of death quietly and happily? Sometimes they do so in periods of great bodily suffering. I have on several occasions felt everything like fear of dying taken from me simply by the process of weariness; for I could not wish to live any longer 








the world are outside of his control. God suffers no foes to trespass on the domain of Providence. All things are ordained of God, and specially are our deaths under the peculiar oversight of our exalted Lord and Savior. He liveth and was dead, and beareth the keys of death at his girdle. He himself shall guide us through death’s iron gate. Surely what the Lord wills and what he himself works cannot be otherwise than acceptable to his chosen! Let us rejoice that in life and death we are in the Lord’s hands.


   The text seems to me to cover another sweet and comforting thought, namely, that God will be with us in death. “I know that thou wilt bring me to death.” He will bring us on our journey till he brings us to the journey’s end; he himself our convoy and our leader. We shall have the Lord’s company ever to our dying hour; “Thou wilt bring me to death.” he leadeth me even to those still waters which men so much fear. “yeah, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou are with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” Beloved, we live with God, do we

































































 not? Shall we not die with him? Our life is one long holiday when the Lord Jesus keeps us company: will he leave us at the end? Because God is with us we go forth with joy, and are led forth with peace; the mountains and the hills break forth before us into singing, and all the trees of the field do clap their hands. Will they not be equally glad when we rise to our eternal reward? It is not living that is happiness, but living with God: it is not dying that will be wretchedness, but dying without God. The child has to go to bed, but it does not cry if mother is going upstairs with it. It is quite dark; but what of that? The mother’s eyes are lamps to the child. It is very lonely and still. Not sol the mother’s arms are the child’s company, and her voice is its music. O Lord, when the hour comes for me to go to bed, I know that thou wilt take me there, and speak lovingly into my ear; therefore I cannot fear, but will even look forward to that hour of thy manifested love. You had not thought of that, had you? You have been afraid of death; but you cannot be so any longer if your Lord will bring you there in his 
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then we shall truly live. This will not make us unhappy; for surely no heir of heaven will fret because he is not doomed to live here for ever. It were a sad sentence if we were bound over to dwell in this poor world for ever. Who among us would wish to realize in his own person the fabled life of the Wandering Jew, or even of Prester John? Who desires to go up and down among the sons of men for twice a thousand years? If the Supreme should say, “Live here for ever,” it were a malediction rather than a benediction. To grow ripe and to be carried home like shocks of corn in their season, is not this a fit and fair thing? To labor through a blessed day, and then at nightfall to go home and to receive the wages of grace-is there anything dark and dismal about that? God forgive you that you ever thought so! If you are the Lord’s own child, I invite you to look this home-going in the face until you change your thought and see no more in it of gloom and dread, but a very heaven of hope and glory.


   Suffer not my text to be a dirge, but turn it into a golden psalm, as you say, “I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living.”


  II.  Having thus discourse upon a piece of personal knowledge, I now beg you to see in my text the shining of HOLY INTELLIGENCE. Per-adventure, when I read the words in your hearing, you did not notice all they contain. Let me then point out to you certain hidden jewels. Job, even in his anguish, does not for a moment forget his God. He speaks of him here : “I know that thou wilt bring me to death.” He perceives that he will not die apart form God. He does not say his sore boils or his strangulation will bring him to death; but “Thou wilt bring me to death.” He does not trace his approaching death to chance, or to fate, or second causes; no, he sees only the hand of the Lord. To him belong both life and death. Say not that the wasting consumption took away your darling; complain not that a fierce fever slew you father; but feel that the Lord himself hath done it. “It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good.” Blame not the accident, neither complain of the pestilence; for Jehovah himself gathereth home his own. He only will remove you and me. “I know that thou wilt bring me to death.” There is to my heart much delicious comfort in the language before us. I love that old-fashioned verse- “Plagues and deaths around me fly, Till he bids I cannot die; Not a single shaft can hit, Till the God of Love thinks fit.” In the midst of malaria and pest we are safe with God. “Because thou has made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come night thy dwelling.” Beneath the shadow of Jehovah’s wing we need not be afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day, nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness. We are immortal till our work is done. Be ye therefore quiet in the day of evil; rest you peaceful in the day of destruction; all things are ordered by wisdom, and precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. No forces in
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simply because of the penal sentence passed upon our first parent, and in him upon the whole race. “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,” was not for father Adam only, but for all the innumerable sons that come of his loins. “Death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” “In Adam all die.” Our babes, who have not personally sinned, yet feel the blight of Adam's sin, and wither in the bud: our dear children who are nearing manhood and womanhood are cut down and gathered in their beauty; we also, in the prime and flower of life, bow our heads before the killing wind of death. As for our sires, bending each man upon his staff their posture salutes the tomb towards which they bend. A common fall, and a common sin, have brought on us universal death. Look on our vast cemeteries, and say, “who slew all these?” The only answer is, “Death came by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”


   Once more, Job arrived at this personal knowledge through his own bodily feebleness. Perhaps he had not always said, “I know that though wilt bring me to death”; but no, as he sits upon the dunghill, and scrapes himself with the potsherd, and writhes in anguish, and is depressed in spirit, he realizes his own mortality. When the tent-pole quivers in the storm, and the covering thereof flaps to and fro in the wind, and the whole structure threatens to dissolve in the tempest, then the tenant of the habitation, chilled to his marrow, needs not to be instructed that his tabernacle is frail: he knows it well enough. We need many touches of the rod of affliction before we really learn the undeniable truth of our mortality. Ever man, woman, and child in this place would unite with me in saying, “I know that thou wilt bring me to death”; and yet it is highly probable that a large number of us do not know this to be so. “It is a common-place matter of fact which we all admit,” cries one. I know it is so and yet in the very commonness of the truth there lies a temptation to overlook its personal application. We know this as though we knew it not. To many it is not taken into the reckoning, and it is not a factor in their being. They do not number their days so as to apply their hearts unto wisdom. That poet was half inspired who said, “All men count all men mortal but themselves.” Is it not so with us? We do not really expect to die. We reckon that we shall live in a very considerable time yet. Even those who are very aged still think that as a few others have lived to an extreme old age, so may they. I am afraid there are few who could say with a gracious soldier, “I thank God I fear not death. These thirty years together I never rose from my bed in the morning and reckoned upon living till night.”


   Those who die daily will die easily. Those who make themselves familiar with the tomb will find it transfigured into a bed: the charnel will become a couch. The man who rejoices in the covenant of grace is cheered by the fact that even death itself is comprehended among the things which belong to the believer. I would to God we had learned this lesson. We should not then put death aside amongst the lumber, nor set it upon the shelf among the things which we never intend to use. Let us live as dying men among dying men, and








alone entered the next world without seeing death, but those two exceptions prove the rule. Another great exception is yet to come, which I would never overlook. Peradventure the Lord Jesus Christ may personally come before we see death, and when he cometh we that are alive and remain shall not fall asleep but even then “we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” This is the great exception to the rule, and we cheerfully allow it to dwell upon our minds; but if the Master tarries, we ourselves shall not be exempt from the common rule. Die all we must. Dust to dust, ashes to ashes, must be the last word for us among the sons of men. I hope nobody here is so foolish as to suppose that he shall live, and never be gathered with the great assembly in the house appointed for all living. Last week one poor fanatic who taught that she herself would never see corruption, was taken from the midst of her dupes to be laid in the sepulcher. A clergyman who I well knew lectured upon his having found the means of living here for ever; but he, too, has gone over to the great majority. That we can avoid the grave is a dream, an idle dream, not worthy of a moment’s controversy. All flesh shall see corruption in due time, if it be not changed at the Lord’s coming. “What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave?” In their myriads the races of the past have subsided into the earth. In one endless harvest death has reaped down all of woman born. Job knew that he himself should be brought to death because all others had been brought there. 


   He knew it also because he had considered the origin of mankind. In our text the Hebrew expression would run somewhat thus: “I know that thou wilt bring me to death.” He had never died before; yet the expression is constantly used, as in the following passage: “Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye children of men.”  We were never in the gave before; how then can we return? Was it not said to Adam, “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return?” We were taken out of the earth, and it is only by a prolonged miracle that this dust of ours is kept from going back to its kindred: the day will come when our earth shall embrace its mother, and so the body shall return to its original. If we had come from heaven we might dream that we should not die; if we had been cast in some celestial mould, as angels are, we might fancy that the grave would never encase us; but being of the earth earthy, we must go back to earth. Job says, “ I have said to corruption, Thou are my father: to the worm, Thou are my mother, and my sister.” Thus we have affinities which call us back to the dust. Job knew this, and therefore seeing whence men came, he inferred, and inferred correctly, that he himself would return to the earth. 


   Further, Job had a recollection of man’s sin, and knew that all men are under condemnation on account of it. Does he not say that the grave is a “house appointed for all living”? It is appointed 
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ones. Seldom do I enter this pulpit without missing some accustomed face from its place. Never a week passes over this church without some of our happy fellowship being caught away to the still happier fellowship above. This week a youthful member has melted away, and her mourning parents are in our midst. We as a congregation are continually being summoned to remember our mortality; and so, whether we will hear him or not, death is preaching to us each time we assemble in this house. Does he come so often with God’s message, and shall we refuse to hear? Nay, let us lend a willing ear and heart, and hear what God the Lord would say to us at this time.


   Oh! You that are youngest, you that are fullest of health and strength, I lovingly invite you not to put away this subject from you. Remember, the youngest may be taken away. Early in the life of my boys I took them to the old churchyard of Wimbledon and bade them measure some of the little graves within that enclosure, and they found several green hillocks which were shorter than themselves. I tried thus to impress upon their young minds the uncertainty of life. I would have every child remember that he is not too young to die. Let others know that they are not too strong to die. The stoutest trees of the forest are often the first to fall beneath the destroyer’s axe. Paracelsus, the renowned physician of old time, prepared a medicine of which he said that a man took it regularly he could never die, except it were of extreme old age; yet Paracelsus himself died a young man. Those who think they have found the secret of immortality will yet learn that they are  under strong delusion. None of us can discover a spot where we are out of bow-shot of the last enemy, and therefore it would be idiotic to refuse to think of it. A certain vainglorious French Duke forbade his attendants ever to mention death in his hearing; and when his secretary read to him the words, “the late King of Spain,” he turned upon him with contemptuous indignation, and asked him what he meant by it. The poor secretary could only stammer out, “it is a title which they take.” Yes, indeed, it is a title we shall all take, and it will be well to note how it will befit us. The King of Terrors comes to kings, nor does he disdain to strip the pauper of his scanty flesh: to you, to me, to all he comes; let us all make ready for his sure approach.


   I. First, then, very solemnly under the teaching of God’s Spirit, I call your attention to a piece of personal knowledge: “I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living.” A general truth here receives a personal application. 


   Job knew that he should be brought to the grave, because he perceived the universality of that fact in reference to others. He lived on the verge of an age when life was longer than now; and yet the patriarch had never known a person who had not after a certain age quitted this earthly stage. Cast your eye over every land, glance from the pole to the equator, and along to the other pole, and see if this be not the universal law, that man must be dissolved in death. “It is appointed unto men once to die.” Two men 








                WHAT IS CHRISTIAN ANSWERS ?





     Our ministry name is derived in part from Peter 3:15 which states, “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” (KJV). This is the goal of Christian Answers in an increasingly anti-Christian society here in America and throughout the world; giving answers and reasons why the Christian faith can be trusted and believed.


     The Biblical commands to “fight the good fight of faith” (I Tim. 6:12), to be “set for the defense of the gospel” (Phil. 1:17), to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3), to “be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict” (Titus 1:9), to “put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not” (Rev. 2:2), to “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” (Matt. 7:15), to “examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good” (I Thess. 5:21),” with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 2:25), to follow the example of Paul and Apollos who “vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ.” (Acts 18:28). These are but a few of the marching orders for the call to ministry, discernment and evangelism.


     The inerrant Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17) whereby the gospel is preached, which is “the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth” (Rom. 1:16), is the weapon of our evangelism. As Hebrews 4:12 states, ”For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow: it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” This is the evangelical missionary methodology of Christian Answers— to bring the Biblical perspective to a culture that is almost completely ignorant of it; to bring Christian truth, Christian answers to those who, as the prophet Isaiah said, have made “lies...and falsehood” their refuge (Isa. 28:15); to smash lies and falsehoods with the “hammer” of God’s word (Jer. 23:29); see also Proverbs 30:5-6, Psalm 138:2b, Isaiah 40:8, John 5:39-47, I Cor. 14:37, and Acts 17:11.


     Christian Answers utilizes all outreach that God allows us including television, radio, audio CDs, video DVDs, speaking engagements, and the printed page. The materials we have been able to produce have been used by churches, Bible teachers, Christian apologists, laymen and others as well as those seeking life in Christ.


     We are not afraid to stand up for Jesus Christ in public forums or wherever the Lord leads. Of course this type of ministry is not for the faint of heart and very often leads to the same type of suffering and persecution that we find in the book of Acts. But as the old saying goes, “one life will soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last,” and as Paul said, “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:14), knowing this mortal life is short and God’s eternity is only a moment away for all.


    





               THE GOSPEL IN BRIEF 





        The Gospel in Brief  


    There is one, and only one, eternal, true, holy God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Matt 28:19). He created everything by His word. God has told us the truth about Himself in the word He has given us, the Bible, which He commands us to obey. God is compassionate and just to all. God is pure and Holy; sin is destroyed in His presence (Numbers 14:18). However, we have all sinned, falling short in the evil we do, and the good we fail to do. Yet our problem is not just what we do, but also who we are; we are selfish, corrupt, and estranged from God. Because God is just, He will punish sin impartially, yet God still bestows his love to all men. So our Savior, Jesus, the only begotten Son of God (the God-man, John 1:1,14), was graciously sent to suffer and die on the cross for our sins and to purify us from all unrighteousness by the sacrifice of His body and blood. He was born of the virgin Mary, lived a sinless life, and was physically raised from the dead and ascended into heaven. Jesus will physically return to judge the world. God commands everyone to repent and to believe in Him. God’s Spirit lives in each of us who believe in Him to guide us into truth, convict us of our sins, and to work in us to sanctify us  to live a more holy life, pleasing our Lord. God’s children will dwell forever with God, and those who reject Jesus will suffer eternal torment. There is no other way for anyone to come to God except through Jesus (Jn. 14:6). Please do not depend on anyone else, your own efforts, your religion, but simply put your faith in Christ our Master. So as Rom. 10:9 says, ”That if you confess with your mouth ,”Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart the God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” You are urged not to despise God’s mercy but call out to the Lord and trust ONLY in Him.  


(See also Acts 10:36-43)





      Larry Wessels





 THOUGHTS FROM THE DIRECTOR


  


                               Welcome to another edition of the Christian Debater Guide. This 


                          issue brings us food for the soul by the great “Prince of Preachers”   


                          from the nineteenth century, Charles Haddon Spurgeon.


                               Spurgeon, born in 1834, preached for many years at the 


                          Metropolitan Tabernacle in London, England where thousands upon  


                          thousands came to hear him. In fact, his church services were so 


                          popular, tickets had to be given out because of the limitations of  


                          space within the church building. Newspapers, likewise, across the world reprinted his sermons to a global audience. Even other famous preachers and teachers of the time, such as D.L. Moody, went to hear Spurgeon preach.


   I, as many other born again Christians can testify, can sense the testimony of the power of the Holy Spirit when I read Spurgeon’s sermons. My heart is uplifted and the truth of God’s Word is brought to bear on my soul. How sad that this power is lacking in so many preachers and their sermons that I have heard in these modern times! This Spirit wrought power is missing, as well as basic Biblical doctrine, in this current easy believism American society of “let’s feel good” preachers.


   Spurgeon’s subject here is death which is a very unpopular topic in this world. Death, however, cannot be avoided and must be dealt with. The consequence of sin is death (Romans 5:12), all die (Hebrews 9:27), death ends earthly life (Ecclesiastes 9:10), death is a departure (Philippians 1:23) but praise God, Christ delivers true believers from the fear of death (Hebrews 2:15) and they shall live forevermore with God (I Corinthians 15:20-26, 52-57; Revelation 14:13). Christ be praised for His glorious mercy and love for whom He died. 


   I’d like to take this opportunity to apologize to our readers who may have referenced to our website Biblequery.org looking for the “Spiritual Warfare” newsletter. That newsletter was not posted when I mentioned it in the last “Thoughts from the Director.” It is now posted along with our other past newsletters under the “Experience” category. Our 3 websites are getting about 60,000 hits a month.
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 “exhort in sound doctrine and refute those who contradict” (Titus 1:9)





spake truly when he said: “I know that thou wilt bring me to death.” Some day or other the Lord will call us from our home above ground to the house appointed for all living. I invite you this morning to consider this unquestioned truth. Do you start back? Why do you do so? Is it not greatly wise to talk with our last hours? “We want a cheerful theme.” Do you? Is not this a cheerful theme to you? It is solemn, but it ought also to be welcome to you. You say that you cannot abide the thought of death. Then you greatly need it. Your shrinking from it proves that you are not in a right state of mind, or else you would take it into due consideration without reluctance. That is a poor happiness which overlooks the most important of facts. I would not endure a peace which could only be maintained by thoughtlessness. You have something yet to learn if you are a Christian, and yet are not prepared to die. You need to reach a higher state of grace, and attain to a firmer and more forceful faith. That you are as yet a babe in grace is clear from you admission that to depart and be with Christ does not seem to be a better thing for you than to abide in the flesh.


   Should it not be the business of this life to prepare for the next life, and, in that respect, to prepare to die? But how can a man be prepared for that which he never thinks of? Do you mean to take a leap in the dark? Is so, you are in an unhappy condition, and beseech you as you love your own soul to escape from such peril by the help of God’s Holy Spirit. 


   “Oh,” saith one, “but I do not feel called upon to think of it.” why, the very season of the year calls you to it. Each fading leaf admonishes you. You will most surely have to die; why not think upon the inevitable? It is said that the ostrich buries its head in the sand, and fancies itself secure when it can no longer see the hunter. I can hardly fancy that even a bird can be quite so foolish, and I beseech you do not enact such madness. If I do not think of death, yet death will think of me. If I will not go to death by meditation and consideration, death will come to me. Let me, then, meet it like a man, and to that end let me look it in the face. Death comes into our houses, and steals away our beloved 








admire the wisdom of Job, that he does not shirk the subject of death, but dwells upon it as an appropriate topic, saying, “I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living.”


   Yet Job made a mistake in the hasty conclusion which he drew from his grievous affliction. Under depression of spirit he felt sure that he must very soon die; he feared that God would not relax the blows of his hand until his body became a ruin, and then he would have rest. But he did not die at that time. He was fully recovered, and God gave him twice as much as he had before. A life of usefulness, and happiness and honour lay before him; and yet he had set up his own tombstone, and reckoned himself a dead man. It is a pity for us to pretend to predict the future, for we certainly cannot see an inch before us. As it is idle with day-dreams to fascinate the heart into a groundless expectation, so is it equally foolish to increase the evil of the day by forebodings of tomorrow.  Who knoweth what is to be? Wherefore should I wish to uplift the corner of the curtain, and peer into what God has hidden? Some of those who have been most sure that they would die soon, have lived longer than others. A prophet once prayed to die, and yet he never saw death. From the lip of Elias, who was to be caught up by a whirlwind into heaven, it was a strange prayer—”Take away my life: for I am not better than my fathers.”


   It is the part of a brave man, and especially of a believing man, neither to dread death nor to sight for it; neither to fear it nor to court it. In patience possessing his soul, he should not despair of life when hardly pressed; and he should be always more eager to run his race well than reach its end. It is no work of men of faith to predict their own deaths. These things are with God. How long we shall live on earth we know not, and need not wish to know. We have not the choosing of short or long life; and if we had such choice, it would be wise to refer it back to our God. “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit,” is an admirable prayer for living as well as for dying saints. To wish to pry between the folded leaves of the book of destiny is to desire a questionable privilege : doubtless we live the better because we cannot foresee the moment when this life shall reach its finish.


   Job made a mistake as to the date of his death, but he made no mistake as to the fact itself. He 








Sermon Preached: September 26, 1886 


  “For I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed for all living.” -Job xxx. 23.


   Job suffered from a terrible sickness, which filled him with pain both day and night. It is supposed that, in addition to his grievous eruptions upon the skin, he endured great difficulty in breathing. He says in the eighteenth verse, “By the great force of my disease is my garment changed : it bindeth me about as the collar of my coat.” His clothes were sodden, and clung to him : his skin was blackened, and seemed to be tightened. He was like a man whose tunic strangles him ; the collar of his garment seemed to be fast bound about his throat. Those who have suffered from it know what distress is occasioned by this complaint, especially when they are also compelled to cry, “My bones are pierced in me in the night season : and my sinews take no rest.” At such a time Job thought of death, and surely if at any period in our lives we should consider our latter end, it is when the frail tent of our body begins to tremble, because the cords are loosened and the curtain is rent. It is the general custom with sick people to talk about “getting well” ; and those who visit them, even when they are gracious people, will see the tokens of death upon them and yet will speak as if they were hopeful of their recovery. I remember a father asking me when I prayed with a consumptive girl to be sure not to mention death. In such cases it would be far more sensible for the sick man to turn his thoughts toward eternity, and stand prepared for the great change. When our God by our affliction calls upon us to number our days, let us not refuse to do so. I 
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